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Abstract  
The church is one of the agents of socialization and spirituality. It is 
considered one of the most reliable vehicles for uprightness in society. In the 
past, the church in Nigeria was hugely known for her firm stance against 
immorality, corruption and moral defiance in society. In contemporary 
times, however, the case has changed. The church which was once revered 
for her focus and consistence in grooming and moulding the lifestyles and 
behavioural conducts of members towards moral uprightness in line with the 
fundamental teaching and principles laid down by Jesus Christ, is now 
almost known for quest for materialism and earthly possession. Infact 
empirical evidence has shown that Nigeria ranks as the country with the 
highest level of church attendance, 89% by world survey of values, on one 
hand and also the country perceived as one of the most corrupt at the time of 
the survey-what a paradox! What a dilemma. This work therefore, is 
designed to x-ray the evolutionary trend of this development in Nigeria, 
highlighting its socio-economic and moral consequences on the society as 
well as evolving some ways/strategies to resolve the Dilemma with some 
suggestions/recommendations to properly position the church. 

 
 

The church is one of the agents of socialization and spirituality. It is 
considered one of the most reliable vehicles of moral uprightness in society.  
 

In the past, the church in Nigeria was hugely known for her firm stance 
against immorality, corruption and moral defiance in society.  
 

In contemporary times, however, the case has changed. The church which 
was once revered for her focus and consistence in grooming and moulding the 
lifestyles and behavioural conduct of members towards moral uprightness in line with 
the fundamental teaching and principles (laid down by Jesus Christ, is now almost 
known for quest for materialism and earthly possession.  
 

There has been a remarkable upsurge and phenomenal growth of the church 
in Nigeria in the last decade which has led to her pulling so much influence in the 
society. All over the globe, churches with Nigerian origin and founders have 
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branches spread everywhere with astonishing numerical growth rate.  
 

In major cities in Nigeria, the number of churches has grown so much that 
you find several churches in every street with large crowd attending church services 
every fellowship day with Sundays witnessing the highest attendance.  
 

With regards to the phenomenal growth of the church in Nigeria, it is the 
expectation of all and sundry that Nigeria should be a nation full of morally upright, 
holy and heaven-conscious people since the church is expected to be an agent of 
moral transformation.  

References to the church in this work will mainly refer to the organizations 
that are members of Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) and their individual 
members, it will also extend to all others who are genuine believers in Christ who 
might not belong to anyone of the member bodies of CAN for whatever reason. 
 
Evolutionary Trend/Theoretical Framework 

The church in Nigeria has witnessed a remarkably phenomenal growth over 
the past 100 years, while the Christian population in Nigeria was just 176,000 in the 
year 1900, by the year 2000 it had risen to about 51 million. This number has been 
projected to grow to 86 million by the year 2025. Apart from numerical 
strength/growth, the church in Nigeria is also growing in influence. More and more 
highly placed Nigerians who profess Christianity are not only Christians in the 
general sense, but themselves as born again Christians. This cuts across the board, 
whether in the government, in business, in the academia etc. The number of churches 
or church groups have also grown astronomically. (Closson, 2001). 

In the big cities, it is becoming rare to find a neighbourhood where we do not 
have a church within ten minutes walking distance. The influence of Nigerian 
Christians transcends the Nigerian border. Within Africa and the other continents of 
the world, the presence and impact of Nigerian Christians is being felt increasingly. 
Anderson (2009), asserted that it is common knowledge that the largest single church 
in countries such as the United Kingdom and Ukraine were founded by persons of 
Nigerian origin. All across the globe, Nigerian Christians are doing exploits to the 
glory of God.  
 

Coming closer home, the phenomenal growth of churches like the Living 
Faith Church (A.K.A Winners Chapel), the Redeemed Christian Church of God 
(RCCG), Christ Embassy etc are there for all to see. Numerous writers and 
commentators have commented on the growing influence of the body of Christ (the 
church) in Nigeria in particular and in Africa in general. Writing on this theme, 
Awoniyi (1998), observed that: “The Nigerian Christian community is one of the 
major institutions in Nigeria. In numerical term, it is bigger than any political party, 
trade union, or the rank and file of the Nigerian Army. So favourable have been the 
demographic changes in the post-civil war period that respectable projections rate 
Christianity as the faith with the greatest following (followership) in Nigeria”.  
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Another expert, Philip Jenkins cited in Closson (2001) writing on the topic The Next 
Christendom, states that “the centre of gravity of Christianity has shifted from the 
west to Africa and the east. He further predicted that soon African Christianity will 
influence western Christianity. Writing much earlier, Walls (cited in Pobee 1976) 
presaged that: “what happens in African churches in the next generation will 
determine the whole shape of the church history for centuries to come”. Though 
reference is made to Africa in the latter two quotations above, Mbachirin (2006) 
notes that, “The Religious climate in Nigeria is equally vivacious. Nigeria is the most 
populous country in Africa and in most cases the story of Nigeria is the story of 
Africa".  
 

The church in Nigeria has not just grown numerically, the level of 
participation of members in the life and activities of the church is commensurately 
quite high too. From experience most Nigerians can attest to this from the millions 
that attend places of worship for normal Sunday services, mid-week services, 
Allnight prayer meetings, retreats and special conference programmes. External 
empirical validation of the level of involvement of Nigerian Christians is provided by 
the World Survey of Values (W.S.V) ranking of the levels of church Attendance. The 
survey indicates that Nigerian Christians with about 89%. rate of attendance are the 
number one in the whole world. The next country the Republic of Ireland is 5% 
lower, while the third country, Philippines is 21% less. (www.pobe.org). 
 
Materialism and the Nigerian Church  

From the foregoing, we know that the number of Christians in Nigeria has 
been growing at a phenomenal rate, we also have empirical evidence that the people 
are actually going to church and not just answering Christians without active 
involvement. The bad news of all these is that while the numerical increase in the 
number of Christians and churches in Nigeria is self evident, and church attendance is 
at an all time high, it is however, unfortunate that there is no significant 
commensurate impact on the level of virtue and integrity in the Nigerian society.  
 

According to Closson (2001), Nigeria as a nation has consistently ranked as 
one of the most perceived corrupt countries on earth. This has in turn given rise to a 
befuddling paradox, namely; how can a people that profess so much faith and 
religiosity be regarded as the most corrupt and crooked people on the face of the 
earth? Empirical evidence has shown that Nigeria ranks as the country with the 
highest level of church attendance on one hand and also the country perceived as the 
most corrupt country over the same period of time of the survey. This therefore 
constitute the dilemma.  
 

The juxtaposition of apparent spirituality and grotesque infamy has become a 
blighting hallmark of the rise of Nigerian Christianity. This calls for an immediate, 
concerted, sustained and unrelenting attention from the Nigerian church. To ignore  
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this reality and continue with our hollow rituals is to become complicit in this insane 
perfidy.  

There are cases where some ministers go as far as telling members not to 
drop anything less than one hundred naira (NI00) in the offering plates or box as the 
case may b e, claiming that their God is not a poor God. This has led many a people 
to have their hearts and orientation drifted away from issues of moral uprightness, 
integrity and the likes. It is also common knowledge that many of the pastors are now 
close allies to very corrupt politicians and affluent fraudsters. Magnus, (2010). 
 

In the face of gross election malpractices, rigging, thuggery etc, they 
welcome these corrupt politicians to come and have their thanksgiving service in their 
church, to celebrate their “God-given victory". How can an armed robber come to the 
church to give thanks to God for a successful robbery operation? This is exactly what 
these politicians do and these pastors, in a bid to have a wealthy church and be very 
rich themselves, encourage these corrupt members of society to continue indulging in 
their evil ways provided they come to donate and give huge sums of money to the 
church.  
 

Some churches have gone beyond just focusing on winning souls to God to 
populate heaven to establishing schools, hospitals, businesses etc. which are all profit-
oriented. In fact those schools are unaffordable to the common man. Even low 
income earners who are members of their congregations cannot have access to these 
schools Okoh, (2009). 
 

The superintendent of the Western and Central Africa chapter of the 
Apostolic Faith Church Rev. Emmanuel Adeniran, decried materialism in the church, 
saying that it had become idolatry. He further stated that "one of the greatest sins of 
our time is raising another god in the house of the Almighty God. Today many 
churches are turning money into a god. This is unacceptable, seeking another thing 
with the passion with which God is to be sought makes that thing a god to the seeker. 
We are not saying that people should not pursue the means of their daily living, but 
they should not do so at the cost of their souls". Speaking further he urged church 
leaders to resist materialism and to discourage members of the churches from illicit 
wealth acquisition.  
 

Akinola, (2009) a respected scholar from Ibadan noted that, "the neo-
Christian unabashed identification of God with mammon has reduced the teaching of 
Jesus to a hankering after material success, including the acquisition of power and 
influence, often at the expense of the lives and happiness of others. He posited that 
merely "believing" and declaring that all is well, without a reinforcing and pragmatic 
ethic, is yet to produce lasting results especially in the tragic mess that pervades life 
in the country today.  
 

The fundamental teachings of Jesus Christ centred on heaven-mindedness  
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(heaven consciousness), contentment and this is what the church needs to go back to 
if she will restore her glory, significance and relevance in the society again. Like 
someone said, “the church is becoming worldly and world becoming churchy”.  
 
Resolving the Dilemma (Confusion) in the 21st Century  
To resolve the dilemma the 21st century churches should be conscious of the 
following;  
1). Church to emerge and promote socio-economic empowerment of members 

and non-members who are poor, less privileged and physically challenged in 
the society as being practiced by Prophet T.B. Joshua at Synagogue Church 
of All Nation (SCOAN) Lagos Nigeria. (info@emmanuel.tv).  

2). Part of the church proceeds should be used to rehabilitate self repentant and 
ex-armed robbers/prostitute and get them established by way of vocational 
training or award of scholarship as being practiced by the Bishop of God’s 
Grace Ministry (G.G.M) Warri Delta State, Bishop D.D. Miyerujesu thus de- 
emphasizing materialism where some ministers have up to 10 flashy cars 
(GGM bulletin 2009)  

3). Part of church proceeds could be use to provide social services in some 
villages and cities like borehole water, provision of transformers, printing and 
supply of books to schools, donating classroom building as well as school 
furniture etc. all these are to complement government efforts and de-
emphasize materialism.  

4). Fees charged in missions schools  and hospitals should be reduced drastically 
to enable low income earning members of the church  and non-members 
benefit from them as well and de-emphasize extreme profit maximization at 
all times. Ohwase, (2010). 

5). Unhealthy competition among pastors  in terms of material acquisition should 
be discouraged as many pastors are aspiring to acquire private jets like Tunde 
Bakare (latter-day-rain-church) Oyedepo of Living Faith Church (aka 
Winners Chapel), Adeboye of Redeemed Christian Church of God among 
others Magnus, (2010). 

6). While churches should not be made to pay tax, they should concentrate more 
on the development of the society through any means descent and possible. 

7). There should be a government legislation mandating churches (mega 
churches), to present a report card (sheet) outlining their socio-economic 
contribution/development to the society every three years. This will to a great 
extent channel some of their resources into other societal benefit rather than 
concentrating the wealth on themselves the church leaders alone.     

  
It is however pertinent to state that all hope is not lost. Much could be done to 

assuage or halt this problem and restore the lost glory of the church.    
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Conclusion  
While prosperity as it were, is God's will for His people, the Bible 

categorically makes it clear that Christians should seek first the kingdom of God and 
all other things will be added to them (by God Himself). The Bible also admonishes 
that believers lay up their treasures in heaven and be heavenly-minded as the 
salvation of their soul is more important.  
 

Though it is clear this evil trend of materialism has eaten deep into the 
church, there is still hope of restoration and return of the lost glory of the church. All 
Christians must go back to the Bible and embrace the fundamental issues.  
 
Recommendations  

In the light of the above, the following recommendations will help to 
strengthened the resolution of this dilemma. 

1. Adequate measures should be put in place to ensure accountability in 
churches.  

2. Adherents to the fundamental teachings of Jesus and true Christian virtues 
must not relent in opposing the ugly wave of overemphasis being placed on 
materialism.  

3. Conferences and conventions should be organized by anti-materialism gospel 
crusaders to inculcate through sound teachings, the true virtues of Christianity 
as exemplified by Jesus Christ himself while on earth and the early Apostles.  

4. As much as possible, cases of dubious and fraudulent practices of church 
leaders and Christians at large in our society should be exposed as much as 
the knowledge of it is known.  

5. Whenever cases of fraud are reported about any Christian group (ministry), 
especially such that split the group, the various anti-graft agencies should 
come in and treat them accordingly.  

6. Anti-materialism propounders should do more to investigate corruption cases 
in churches and those concerning church leaders and findings made known to 
the general public while  they should increase the crusade against over-
emphasis of materialism in the church.  
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Table 1  

Name Occupation Age Venue Date Time 
Rev. Ohwase 
Gabriel  

Resident  Pastor 
“shining star Bible 
Church”  

46years  Effurn, Delta 
State 

22nd Sept 
2010 

4:00-6:00pm 

Deacon Jibromah 
Magus  

Senior accounting 
officer with Udu 
local government 
council Delta State.  

48years D.S.C Steel 
township 
Ovwian/Aladja  

11th Oct, 
2010 

4:00-6:00pm 

Evangelist Tebite 
Rosemary  

Academic staff with 
Bayelsa State post 
primary board   

33years  Warri  24th Oct 
2010 

4:00-6:00pm 

 
Table one above is a tabular representation of people orally interviewed in course of 
this work.   
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